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birthday, and has the honour to report that he is at present
busily engaged in setting the world more to Master Bolton's
liking.
" If, during this war, he is as unsuccessful in making the
world safe for Master Bolton as, during the last war,
2nd Lieut. Dehn's godfather was unsuccessful in making it
safe for 2nd Lieut. Dehn, he will consider humanity a very
poor thing indeed; a^-id trusts that Master Bolton, on
attaining years of discretion, will do all he can to improve it.
" Should London still be standing, a gift will follow on
2nd Lieut. Dehn's return to civilisation, from which, by
\ the will of the High Command, he is at the moment an
unthinkable number of miles distant."
May 18 The reactions of my household during this first
Saturday, week of therreal war have been characteristic.
FBED : Has spent the time playing about with
bricks and cement to no apparent purpose; the result, in my
opinion, is to make the dug-out unnecessarily strong for
splinters and not strong enough for a bomb. CHARLES : I came
into the front room and found my house-boy waltzing to the
gramophone. JOCK : Greatly concerned about the destruction
of his beloved Holland and badgering me with this question :
Would I, to put an end to war for ever, sacrifice my life, see
my work obliterated, and myself totally expunged from the
scheme of things ? Is vastly shocked when I modestly say I
should like time to consider my answer. It appears that Hugh
Walpole, John Gielgud, and all Jock's friends would jump at
the chance of such an honour. To which I retort that there isn't
going to be any honour; if his question is to mean anything the
sacrifice must be anonymous. Jock still seriously shocked be-
cause I refuse to say yes at once. Not satisfied even when I say
I hope I shouldn't be such a skunk as to refuse. MYSELF : At the
beginning of the week complete frousse, or, if I must put it in
English, wind up. Took myself in hand with some measure of
success, largely owing to a timely recollection of that passage
in which Johnson tells Boswell that to attempt to think down
distressing thoughts is madness. A man so afflicted must
divert such thoughts and not combat with them. Boswell
asking whether a course of chemistry would be helpful, John-
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